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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

August 24, 2011, Atlanta - Girls Incorporated of Greater Atlanta is pleased to announce the appointment of Heather S. Rocker to the position of Chief Executive Officer.  Heather is an award-winning nonprofit leader with a focus in strategic volunteering, organizational effectiveness, and creative fundraising.  In the Atlanta non-profit community, Heather has built partnerships between nonprofits and corporations.  As the first executive director for Women in Technology (WIT) & WIT Foundation, Heather established a strategic volunteering program that has successfully enhanced the organization’s operations. She led volunteers in raising funds for WIT’s programs, recruiting and managing more than 50 Atlanta-based corporate partners and over 200 volunteers.  Under her leadership, WIT has more than tripled their annual fundraising goals.  WIT Foundation’s Girls Get IT program, re-designed and expanded under Heather’s leadership, was awarded the 2010 Spirit of Endeavor ‘Leadership in Technology” Education Award.

Heather, a recipient of the Turknett Leadership Character Award, was named to the Atlanta Business Chronicle’s Top 40 Under 40, named an Outstanding Young Alumna by Georgia Tech’s Alumni Association, and is an inductee of the Georgia Tech College of Engineering Council of Outstanding Young Engineers.  Heather’s story is profiled in the book Change Your Career: Transitioning to the Nonprofit Sector, and she is a contributing author in the book CLIMB: Leading Women in Technology Share Their Stories.

Heather’s dedication to improving the lives of women and girls led to volunteer leadership roles with Atlanta Women’s Alliance, Distinguished Young Women of America, and the Junior League of Gwinnett & North Fulton Counties.

Prior to her role with WIT, Heather was associated with the Georgia Center for Nonprofits and EnerVision, Inc. 

About Girls Incorporated of Greater Atlanta:
Girls Inc. of Greater Atlanta is a gender-specific, youth serving organization that provides research-based programs helping girls overcome the effects of gender inequity and become self-sufficient, responsible, and economically-empowered women. Since its inception in 1976, Girls Inc. has served approximately 100,000 girls in metro Atlanta. Our partnerships with more than 50 schools implementing informal educational programs designed to encourage girls to make strong, smart and bold decisions and to take informed risks and master physical, intellectual and emotional challenges has resulted in a decrease in teen pregnancy among the population of girls served. Girls Incorporated of Greater Atlanta has positioned itself as a leading organization that addresses the needs of girls between the ages of 6 and 18, from low and moderate income families, who seek safe and creative programs to improve their life outcomes. Girls Inc.’s mission is to inspire all girls to be strong (healthy), smart (educated) and bold (independent).
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